i4          ECONOMIC IMPERIALISM

It is this two-fold process, operating in Africa
and Asia, which I shall examine and discuss in the
following pages. It will be necessary to deal with
its two forms separately, but here it will be useful
to go a little more deeply into its general character-
istics* The phenomenon which we shall study
is really the relations of Europeans to non-
Europeans in Africa and Asia as they have crystal-
lised in the policy of European States towards the
peoples and Governments of the two Continents*
That policy has resulted, as we have seen, in the
subjection of the whole of Africa and almost the
whole of Asia to the direct or indirect control of
European States. The really important question
for us is what have been the motives, objects, and
results of this policy ; what were the motives with
which Europeans and their States have proceeded
to subject these distant lands and peoples to their
control; what have been the objects and the results
of the control when once established. Now the
motives of men and nations and States arc not
simple, and it would be absurdly false to pretend
to find a single and simple cause for the complex
phenomenon of the partition of Africa, the conquest
of India, or the exploitation of China* But while
large historical events and movements arc moulded